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20th Religion Today Film Festival 

Twenty years that changed the world 

 
The 11th September attacks, a pope resigns, religions on social networks, the challenges of 
dialogue and contradictions of violence, the movements of peoples and the growing religious 
diversity. These are some of the phenomena that have marked the last twenty years and 
revolutionized the relationship between religion and society, in the context of post-secularization 
and the return to holiness. Events and processes that have been expressed through the medium of 
cinema, which has itself undergone incredible transformation. 
The twentieth “birthday” of Religion Today thus becomes an occasion to review the complexities of 
the present day, reaping the fruits of yesterday and catching a glimpse of tomorrow. Moreover, 
consolidating the many partnerships of those involved in cinema and religions, from Trento, 
Barcelona to the world, and reflecting broadly on the role of lands and cultures in the governance 
of religious variety.   
 
Exploring the sheer variety of ways in which today’s cinema interprets and communicates the 
endless complexities of religious phenomena, and at the same time enhancing the potential of the 
seventh art for interreligious dialogue, starting from the fact that the films – teaching us to look 
through other people’s eyes – can do a lot towards breaking down clichés, stereotypes, unfair and 
even offensive generalizations and thereby contribute to a better understanding of the many forms 
of spirituality, cultures, ways of thinking and of perceiving the world. These are the themes and the 
challenges discussed by the directors of film festivals based on cinema and spirituality here in 
Trento on the occasion of the 2017 Religion Today Film Festival, in line with the important 
experience of networks created by the first international meeting organized in Barcelona in 2016 by 
the Observatori Blanquerna de Comunicació, Religió i Cultura with the support of the Direcció 
General d'Afers Religiosos della Generalitat de Catalunya e di SIGNIS. Present at the workshop, 
which took place at the Centro per le scienze religiose of the Fondazione Bruno Kessler, scientific 
partner of the initiative, was Serbian director Goran Radovanovic, who introduced the start of 
proceedings by telling of his experience of Enclave, a film on the consequences of the conflict in 
Kossovo, to be screened this evening in Pergine Valsugana. After the contributions of Guido 
Convents and Magali van Reeth on the SIGNIS ecumenical and interreligious juries there followed 
presentations by the organizers of festivals aimed at promoting ways of encountering different 
religions and cultures. Yesterday’s appointment represented the occasion for laying the foundation 
for real partnerships in a vision of exchange, sharing and reciprocal support.  
Among those taking part in the workshop were: Arnaldo Casali for Popoli e Religioni, Terni Film 
Festival, Ariela Piattelli for Pitigliani Kolno’a Festival in Rome, Anna Karapetyan for Fresco 
Film Festival in Yerevan in Armenia, Michael Kleinschmidt for the Church & Cinema Film 
Festival in Recklinghausen in Germany, Cyril Dépraz for the Festival Farel in Geneva in 
Switzerland, Bernadette Schramm for the Watersprite Film Festival in Cambridge, Ahmed 
Zamal for the Dhaka International Film Festival in Bangladesh, Fr. Botros Danial, for the 
Egyptian Film Awards of the Catholic Film Center in Cairo, and Daniella Tourgeman-Glass, for 
the Jewish Film Festival in Jerusalem. 
In the variety of contexts and despite having local characteristic features quite distant from one 
another, a clear common approach emerged combining practices and policies of integration, 
sharing knowledge, mediation, creating opportunities for sharing and exchanging ideas. A common 
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objectiveis that of encouraging coexistance between different communities in their own regions, 
contributing to breaking down stereotypes and discrimination, putting themselves forward as 
mediators among individuals, religious groups and institutions.  
 
Cinema first: which film? 
The experience of the various festivals and of sixty years of SIGNIS juries highlights the quality, 
and above all in the case of films which tackle controversial and sensitive topics for Churches. It is 
vitally important to choose titles carefully, bearing in mind what is said about religions and those 
who believe, how it is said, by whom and with what intentions, avoiding films of a defamatory 
nature or pure propaganda.  
Even greater attention should be given to war-torn regions where showing films telling stories of 
that country’s history, which despite seeking to promote a vision of peace may be 
counterproductive. The same films can instead represent formidable means of awareness-raising 
in other contexts, where a certain emotional distance allows for reflection. 
Precisely due to the attention to film selection and the quality deemed necessary for discussion 
about religions it is essential to try to reflect our very diverse societies, this through the creation of 
juries and commissions of different geographical and cultural backgrounds: in this sense the 
collaboration between film festivals becomes crucial.  
 
The audiences  
Identifying your own particular audience is fundamental for each festival in order to attract more to 
come, communicating your message to an ever increasing number of people, varying the films on 
offer and widening your mission. 
In this field, a significant challenge is that of closely collaborating with those religious communities 
present in the region, trying to intercept and “mix up” the audiences also through the sharing of 
food and fringe events aside from the screenings. Thus the festivals manage to be exceptional 
occasions for welcoming people, mending fractures and divisions, even bringing together people 
who were not previously organized into associations.  
Similarly important is the work of young people and in general that of educating the public by giving 
them ways of interpreting films and deciphering cultural codes very different from their own. The 
next step is that of not limiting oneself to just presenting, but also actively supporting the work of 
future filmmakers, organizing conferences and masterclasses, thus facilitating relations with the 
cinema industry.  
 
From the square to the screen 
Admittedly, parallel to events in society, even in the universe of cinema, there is growing attention 
to religious themes. At the same time, however, we should not forget the social and political 
powers that who cast doubt on the very survival of these projects and attempt to suffocate those 
free spaces of discussion and coexistence. Even in this sense, the alliance between festivals 
becomes a means of overcoming such difficulties and moments of crisis.  


